
COUNCIL MEETING 

June 27, 2016 

In attendance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Tustin opened the regular Council meeting with a Pledge of Allegiance at 7:02 PM in the 

Township Building, 1025 Horsham Road, Horsham, PA. Ms. Tustin asked for questions or comments 

from the public, there were none.  

 

President Tustin then opened the public hearing on an Ordinance amending the Township of Horsham 

Police Pension Plan.  There are two changes: for officers hired on or after January 1, 2015, the normal 

retirement age shall be 55 and for officers hired on or after January 1, 2015, the final average 

compensation shall be measured over the last 48 consecutive months of service.  Ms. Tustin explained 

that these two changes were agreed upon in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Horsham 

Police Benevolent Association.  Ms. Tustin asked for questions or comments from the public and there 

were none.  Ms. Tustin closed the hearing and announced Council would consider this ordinance later in 

our meeting. 

 

President Tustin opened a joint meeting of Council and the Horsham Water and Sewer Authority Board.  

She stated that the members of both Council and the Board have been very concerned with the PFCs in 

our water supply.  The Township and the Authority have been working together to develop options to 

reduce PFCs.  This evening, our Manager and the Authority Manager are going to update us on their 

efforts to date, and they will present options for improving water quality by the end of the year. 

 

Joint session with Horsham Council and HWSA Board to discuss water quality issues: Mr. William 

Walker Township Manager & Ms. Tina O’Rourke Horsham Water & Sewer Authority Manager 

presented an informational PowerPoint presentation, attached to these minutes, on Horsham Township 

water quality.  The presentation explained PFC’s, regulations, our water system and the status of same, 

actions by the Township and HWSA to include communication, education and remediation, grandular 

activated carbon filters (GAC filters), five options for the water contamination remediation, 

costs/funding, long term planning, private wells, in home filters, health issues and blood tests.  Mr. 

Walker noted that the copy of the PowerPoint presentation will be added to www.horsham.org for 

residents to review.  

 

Mr. Walker explained for educational efforts that the Township is working on a point source testing 

program and in the coming weeks will be asking for volunteers to participate in.  

 

During the PowerPoint presentation Mr. Walker explained that the Township in partnership with 

Congressmen Boyle and Meehan I scheduling a health expert panel discussion in August. The meeting 

will be with ATSDR (a branch of the Center for Disease Control), EPA, the PA Department of Health 

and other federal and state agencies.  At this meeting Council and residents will have the opportunity to 

learn more about health effects.  

 

Mr. Nesbitt questioned why purchasing water is not a long term solution.  Ms. O’Rourke explained that 

currently there is not a water source capable of meeting our daily water demand however that will be 

looked at as options are considered for the long term plan. Mr. McCouch questioned how low can the 

current testing go before the contaminate is considered non detectable.   

Ms. O’Rourke explained that is ever changing since labs are getting better at the testing but right now it 
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is approximately 2 ppt.  Mr. Whiteside questioned if the five wells receiving the GAC filtration system 

would the Navy be responsible for installation and maintenance on these systems.  Ms. O’Rourke 

explained the Navy would be covering the costs.   Mr. Nesbitt questioned if the Navy would be paying 

for all Horsham wells to receive the GAC system as a safety precaution.  Ms. O’Rourke stated that the 

Navy, at this time, has said they will only pay for wells above the EPA LHAL of 70 ppt.  Mr. Whiteside 

questioned how long before Horsham’s wells could be running on the GAC filtration system.  Ms. 

O’Rourke stated that the three temporary filters should be operational in September and the two 

permanent filters will be operational by the end of the year. 

 

President Tustin asked for any questions or comments from the public concerning the water quality 

issues resulting from the Department of Defense activities and remediation plans. The following 

residents asked questions and made comments: 

 

Bill & Catherine Gaida, 31 Buckman Drive 

Chris Gaida, 25th Street, Woodridge, New Jersey 

Andrew Starr, 926 Langdon Avenue  

Lisa Gennen, 1021 Balmoral Way 

Cindy Jeffes, 124 Moonflower Road 

Joe Leithead, 318 Babylon Road 

Neil Phol, 40 Greenwoods Drive 

Paul Fisher, 1001 Davis Grove Road 

Stacey Ridgway, 597 Colonial Drive 

Kevin Hollenbeck, 727 Chapel Hill Drive 

Jim Grow, 1151 Limekiln Pike 

Richard Kraft, 546 Coach Road 

Pete Steiert, 53 Buckman Drive 

Amy Klein, 133 Macintosh Court 

Ryan McKinney, 35 Fieldstone Lane 

Ray Hollister, 729 Lawrence Lane 

Peggy Leiby, 524 Cedar Hill Road 

 

 

Mr. Walker asked Council and the HWSA Board for direction this evening on a short term action plan.  

He explained that each week, day and hour that goes by delays us in being able to take action and 

implement a plan. 

 

Council and the HWSA Board discussed the options and considered option five being the best choice 

to get Horsham’s water to the lowest level of PFCS with the ultimate goal of PFCs being non 

detectable. 

 

President Tustin asked for the will of Council concerning the short term remediation action plan. It was 

moved by Mr. McCouch, seconded by Mr. Johnson to direct the HWSA on Council’s behalf to 

implement option 5 as a short term option to meet the goal by the end of the year and further to direct 

the staff to evaluate long term options to reach the lowest attainable levels while maintaining adequate 

supply and to explore every avenue, at every level to get reimbursed and funded, to report back in 

approximately three months and to provide monthly updates on the progress.  Roll Call Vote: 

 

Deborah Tustin – Aye 

Mark McCouch – Aye 

Gregory Nesbitt – Aye 

Tom Johnson – Aye 

W. William Whiteside – Aye 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 



 

President Tustin asked for the will of Council concerning the List of Checks.  It was moved by Mr. 

McCouch, second by Mr. Johnson to approve the List of Checks in all funds in the amount of $ 

333,659.07 and to authorize payment of same.   

 

President Tustin asked for the will of Council concerning the credit card transactions in March, April 

and May. It was moved by Mr. McCouch second by Mr. Johnson to approve the credit card transactions 

in March and April in the amount of $ 1,277.83 as well as the transactions in May in the amount of $ 

2,438.94 and to authorize payment of same. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Township Council reviewed the Zoning Hearing Board applications to be heard in July:   

 

HTZHB 16-15: Ronald M. Eberz Jr, 436 Norristown Road; Residential application; Council will remain 

neutral to the application 

 

HTZHB 16-16: Omega development Group Inc, 1134 Limekiln Pike; Residential application; Council 

will remain neutral with conditions to the application 

 

HTZHB 16-17: Turning Point of North Wales, LLC, 1460 Bethlehem Pike; Council will remain neutral 

with conditions to the application 

 

President Tustin asked for the will of Council concerning the amendments to the Police Pension Plan 

Ordinance. It was moved by Mr. Johnson, second by Mr. Whiteside to adopt the Ordinance as proposed 

amending the Horsham Township Police Pension Plan.  Roll Call Vote: 

 

Deborah Tustin -Aye 

Mark McCouch - Aye 

Gregory S. Nesbitt - Aye 

Tom Johnson - Aye 

W. William Whiteside – Aye 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Tustin announced that there would be no Executive Session following the meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:22 PM. 
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