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service and convenience, we will be adding a credit card payment feature for building permits, zoning use permits, and plumber
registration permits.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: If COVID-19 conditions allow, we hope to hold our 2nd Annual Restaurant Week during
the Fall of 2021, as well as a job fair for Horsham Businesses, a Brokers Breakfast, to continue advertising ourselves in prominent
journals, and to distribute our business attraction brochure.
ADMINISTRATION: This year will mark the start of televising council meetings, distribution of a weekly e-newsletter, and
branding banners for the parking lot lamps at the township building.

2021 Budget
Horsham Township continues conservative budgeting practices to move
forward despite short-term challenges

This has been the most unusual and challenging
budget season that we have seen in decades.
The COVID-19 pandemic which has been
impacting us for over 10 months has touched
and transformed nearly every aspect of life, not
the least of which is the operation and financing
of Horsham Township. It is critical that we don’t
lose sight of Horsham’s vision and long-term
goals as we address these short-term challenges.
As a result, the 2021 budget focuses on meeting
these significant challenges while positioning the
Township to meet our future goals.
On December 9, 2020, Horsham Township Council
unanimously approved the 2021 budget which includes a 0.1
tax increase for our parks, open space, and trail system – the
first tax increase for our park system since 1989. This increase
will help address our short-term challenges and position
the Township to meet long-term needs and operational
challenges.
POLICE DEPARTMENT: Due to our revenue issues, we are
leaving the 41st officer position frozen and not funded for 2021.
In addition, we are reducing the police department civilian
staff to seven and eliminating one civilian position. Finally, we
are replacing three police vehicles – rather than our normal
four – to maintain our rotation cycle which provides savings
4
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from reduced mileage, repair bills, and better trade-in values.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: Due to restricted
funding stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, Horsham
will cut back from the normal aggressive paving schedule
in 2021, but still proceed with maintaining and enhancing
our infrastructure. These continued efforts will assist in
maintaining the quality of our roads. We plan to mill and
pave 2.81 miles of roadway, including Woodbridge Circle,
Cheswyck Circle, Wynmere Drive, Wexford Circle, Rolling
Glen Drive, Glenview Drive, Homestead Lane (611 to the
dead end), Watson Avenue, Washington Avenue and Wayne
Avenue. Horsham Township will also replace 18 ADA ramps
and complete a stormwater pipe and inlet project along
McKean Road (intersection at Stongs Lane heading West
towards Welsh Road approximately 1000 feet).
PARKS: Upcoming projects include replacing split rail fence
along Cedar Hill Road near the entrance to Cedar Hill park;
adding a trail along Dresher Road (in front of Lukens Park);
repairs to the Horsham Road side parking lot of Kohler Park;
retrofitting the Witmer Road detention basin for better storm
water control and improved water quality; and starting
improvements to the Township owned open space property
at Horsham and Dresher Roads.

CAPITAL PROJECTS: This year will also see the start of the Multi-municipal Welsh Road (PA 63) Corridor Fiber Optic &
Signal Upgrade Project, continued engineering for the Horsham Road and Limekiln Pike intersection improvement, the start of
construction for the Blair Mill Road improvements, new sidewalks at the corner of Witmer and Prudential roads, and the addition
of street lamps in the PA Business Campus to improve walk-ability and safety.
With the Real Estate Tax at 1.3 mills, the owner of a single-family dwelling assessed at the township average of $182,172 will pay
$236.82 to the Township. Of that total, $92.68 goes to the Fire Company, $85.41 to the Library, and $58.73 towards Parks.
We continue to make maintaining our infrastructure a priority and move the Township forward in creative ways, ways that have
allowed us to work within innovative budgeting practices. These inventive decisions and continuous determination to work within
our budget, in addition to exploring revenue streams through available grants, are why Horsham’s taxes continue to be one of
the lowest in Montgomery County.

SPOTLIGHT ON:
HORSHAM TOWNSHIP REVENUE
Real estate taxes are a small yet important percentage of Horsham Township’s annual budget. In 2021, these taxes are
expected to be approximately $1.73 million of a $18,270,037 million dollar General Fund budget (9.47%).
The total amount of real estate taxes is based on a millage rate of 1.3 – meaning that $1.30 will be generated for every $1,000
of a property’s assessed value. The current millage rate provides funding for three purposes: fire protection, the library, and
the maintenance of our parks and trail system.
There are many other services provided by Horsham Township – such as police, public works, code enforcement, and zoning –
so real estate taxes are only one component of many different revenue sources. In addition to real estate taxes, other sources
of revenue include the Earned Income Tax (EIT), the Local Services Tax (LST), real estate transfer taxes, fines, and permit fees.

LIBRARY
$0.47 (36.15%)

FIRE
$0.51 (39.23%)

PARKS
$0.32 (24.62%)

CODE ENFORCEMENT: To provide better customer
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Permits are required for the following work; however, this list is not all inclusive. Please
be sure to call and confirm with the Code Enforcement Office before you begin any
work on your home. We can also help you fill out an application or provide you with
information on your property.
• Construction of a new building, or
addition, enclosures and alterations to an
existing building, including decks, porches
and sunrooms.
• Installation, modification or replacement
of any permanent heating or air
conditioning system.
• Replacement windows or doors where
opening changes are made.
• Prefabricated swimming pools and hot tubs
24 inches and greater in depth.
• New or re-roofing and/or siding.
• Patios (concrete, paver-block, etc.).
• Retaining walls greater than four feet tall.
• Finishing basements.

• Fences, utility sheds and pole barns.
• Demolition of a structure.
• Lawn sprinkler systems.
• Additions or changes to electrical
equipment and services.
• The addition or replacement of all plumbing
fixtures, including water softeners, water
heaters and garbage grinders.
• Driveway paving/widening
(including gravel).
• Fuel storage tanks (in-ground and
above ground).
• Any work along a street, including curb
and sidewalk repairs.
• Re-grading of property

Our standard permit application is
available in person at the Township
Building, or on the Code Enforcement
section of our website at

Help is only a phone call away! Please
feel free to call us if you have any questions
about whether a permit is required, need
help filling out a form, or if you need
information about your property.

www.horsham.org

(215) 643-3131

Home Projects In 2021
Planning any property or home-improvement projects this year?
Make sure you (or your contractor) obtain the necessary permits
for your project!

6
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WHAT TO KNOW
WHEN IT SNOWS!
Horsham Township consists of more than 100
miles of roadways and our crews work many
hours, and sometimes days, under adverse
conditions to keep our residents safe!
Our Public Works crew begins plowing when
approximately two inches of snow has accumulated. As
long as snow is still falling, the primary (main streets)
routes remain our first priority.
After these streets are cleared, crews will begin clearing
secondary (collector and through streets) residential
access streets, minor back roads and cul-de-sacs.
Our policy is to plow curb-to-curb. Typically, it takes our
crew around eight hours to clean up after the snow has
stopped falling. It might require several return trips to your
neighborhood, depending upon the severity of the snow
and obstructions located on your street, such as parked
cars. Please keep in mind that it is almost impossible to

8
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keep snow from being deposited into your driveway
during plowing. Plows cannot be elevated or stopped
at each driveway encountered.
We kindly ask you to please exercise patience during
a snow event, as snow removal is a tedious and timeconsuming process.
Travel should be limited during and immediately after
a snowfall unless absolutely necessary. With less
traffic on our streets, the snow removal process can be
accomplished in a more timely and efficient manner.
It is a good idea to wait before shoveling, especially
near your driveway. As we clean your street we have no
place to push snow except to the curb line. If you clean
your driveway, sidewalk, or mailbox area before we have
completed our work, there is a good chance you may
have to clear those areas again. Please wait
until our crew has made their final pass, so you can save
yourself the aggravation.

Winter Trail Rules
If you use the ever-so-popular Power Line Trail - or other trails in the
Township Parks system - here are a few friendly reminders!
Please remember our trails are only open from dawn until dusk, so plan your visit accordingly!
• Park paths and trails are not maintained during winter weather
conditions and may remain covered by snow and ice for extended
periods. Surfaces may be slippery!

• Guests may still access the park for winter recreation purposes;
however, do so at your own peril. Anti-slip winter footwear is
recommended!

• Toilet facilities are unavailable; however, portable toilets are
located in several parks.

• Snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are not permitted in
the park at any time.

DOGGY WASTE
STATION LOCATIONS

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
SIGNAL LOCATIONS

Dresher Road Parking Lot
Whetstone Road Connector Trail
Jarrett Road Park
Jarrett Road Nature Trail
Cedar Hill Road Parking Lot

Dresher Road
Norristown Road
Babylong Road
Limekiln Pike | Cedar Hill Road
Davis Grove Road | Witmer Road

PARKING LOT
LOCATIONS

PORTABLE TOILET
LOCATIONS

Dresher Road | Lukens Park
Sawyers Way
Jarrett Road Park
Cedar Hill Road Park
Kohler Park on Limekiln Pike (Soccer Complex)

Cedar Hill Park | Soccer Complex
Pickle Ball Courts | Deep Meadow Park
Carpenter Park | Jarrett Road Park
Lukens Park | Horsham Fitness Court at
Dresher Road Power Line Trail Parking Lot
A COMMUNIT Y CONNEC TED |
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Tips From the Fire Marshal
PICKLEBALL MEMBERSHIP

The pace at which a fire races through a home has increased at
a dramatic and deadly rate. Approximately 40 years ago, people
had an average time of 17 minutes to escape a burning home after
activation of a smoke alarm. Today, that window has diminished to
about 3 minutes or less. Natural furnishings and building materials
have transitioned to synthetic materials, which burn much faster.
Combine that with the popularity of open floor plans and it becomes
the perfect storm for an escalating fire.

With the construction of 4 brand new Pickle Ball courts,
Horsham Township has developed the Horsham Pickle
Ball Club. If you are interested in becoming a member,
information about joining can be found under the Parks tab
on the Township website. Spots are limited so make sure to
sign up early. You can also sign up at the Township Building
during normal business hours. Individuals of all skill levels
are welcomed and can meet many new people.

We hope to see you on the courts!

What if a simple act – one that takes under 10 seconds
to complete – could have a potentially life-saving
impact during a fire? Would you do it?

DOING A
SPRING CLEAN-UP?

Horsham Township provides a container that
residents can drop off yard waste for recycling.
Debris must be in biodegradable bags that can
be picked up at the Township Building. This
container is not for landscape services and not for
logs or stumps. All material must be contained in
a bag and from a Horsham Township residence.

This Yard Waste Container
can be located at
Deep Meadow Park,
1020 Horsham Road.

HORSHAM HAS AN APP!

You can now install Horsham Township's new app on your mobile
phone! Installing the app makes getting Horsham Township news and
information fast and easy. Search "My Horsham" on your Android or
iOS device to download our app today!

Leave Waste Includes:
Leaves
Garden residue
Shrubbery
Tree trimmings
(less than 4ft long & 4in in diameter)

Items Not Accepted:
Grass Clippings

In the event of a fire, UL Firefighter Safety Research Institute (FSRI)
found that rooms with closed doors had an average temperature of
less than 100 degrees Fahrenheit and 100 parts per million (ppm)
of carbon monoxide, compared to temperatures in excess of 1000
degrees Fahrenheit and over 10,000 ppm of carbon monoxide in
rooms with open doors.
In partnership with UL FSRI, Horsham Township Fire Marshal’s
Office and Horsham Fire Company want every family to make sure
they close all of their doors – bedrooms, bathrooms, and basement
– at night in order to starve any potential fire of the oxygen it requires

to grow. This simple task will allow you much more time to escape
your home if a fire was to occur.

To increase your chances of survival during a fastmoving house fire, we suggest the following:
• Make sure your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are in
working condition. Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room,
outside each separate sleeping area, and on every level of the
home, including the basement.
• Close your doors at night
• Make sure you have an escape plan! Identify multiple escape routes
from every room and practice them as a family at various times.

After a fire starts, there is very little time to act. Take
these fire safety and prevention steps today and you’ll
sleep easier at night!

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The Fire Company is always looking for volunteers who are
interested in making a positive difference as Firefighters, EMTs/
Paramedics, Fire Police, or company administrators. Individuals
wishing to volunteer can call the station at (215) 675-9859 or
visit the Fire Company's website at horshamfire15.com.

Stumps
Tree Trunks
Logs

Tune In, Horsham!
HORSHAM TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
MEETINGS COMING TO YOUR TV!

In an effort to increase transparency, Township Council has been
diligently researching how to bring their public meetings to your
home TV, computer, or mobile device. After a year of investigation
on how to film, compile, and publish these recorded meetings,
Council is hoping to start this endeavour later this year. Stay tuned
to our website and social media pages in the next few months as
more information becomes available.
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Horsham Police Dept.
Township Council, Chief William J. Daly, and the Horsham Township
Police Department celebrated the 22nd Annual “Project Blue Light”
ceremony. The ceremony was held on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at
Deep Meadow Park. This years celebration was a private event due to
Covid-19 concerns.

SUPPORT SIGNS

Horsham Police Department support signs have started going up around town! The Horsham Neighbors
Association – ChATs, spearheaded the funding for this project. Horsham Officers certainly appreciate seeing
them as they patrol their neighborhoods. Horsham Police would like to thank all the individuals that donated
to the project as well as the Horsham Neighbors Association, the Horsham Rotary Club, and The Greater
Horsham Chamber of Commerce.

The tree that was lit sits directly across from the Horsham Township
Municipal Complex in Deep Meadow Park. The tree is decorated with
971 blue lights. These lights represent law enforcement and the officers
that continue to serve their communities every day. There are currently
29 white lights on the tree which represent the 29 police officers from
Montgomery County who have died in the line of duty.

PROJECT BLUE LIGHT

The Horsham Township Police Department is looking forward to
welcoming the public back to Project Blue Light in December 2021.

PROJECT BLUE LIGHT HISTORY: In 1988, Dolly Craig, the mother-in-law of slain Philadelphia Police Officer Danny Gleason, wrote
a letter to COPS (Concerns of Police Survivors) and told them that she would be placing a blue light among her holiday decorations that
Christmas to honor her fallen son and the many other officers who died in the line of duty. With that, Project Blue Light was born, and now
blue lights shine for law enforcement all over the country. Horsham Township held its first Project Blue Light ceremony at Deep Meadow
Park in 1999.

WELCOME, OFFICER RODRIGUEZ
& OFFICER NESBITT!

In August, Bonita Rodriguez was sworn in as a Horsham Township Police Officer.
Officer Rodriguez gradutaed from the Montgomery County Municipal Police
Academy in December of 2019. Prior to joining the Horsham Township Police
Department, Officer Rodriguez was employed by the Middletown Township Police
Department as a Civillian Service Officer. We welcome Officer Rodriguez as our
6th female police officer - we're proud to say our department is now 15% female!
Kevin Nesbitt was sworn in as a Horsham Township Police Officer in October.
Officer Nesbitt is a Hatboro-Horsham and Penn State University graduate.

HORSHAM POLICE K9 UNIT

In November our K9 teams participated in an
independent patrol evaluation. Each team was put
through a variety of situations to test their proficiency
in various areas of patrol work. All dogs and handlers
did an excellent job. Thank you to Officer Walters from
Septa PD for his assistance in this evaluation!

12
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Youngsters Hannah and Brayden Fortson proudly display their
Horsham Police Support Sign outside of their Horsham home.
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A GREAT FIRST
YEAR OF FUNDING
CLEAN WATER
AND OTHER INITIATIVES!

PA State Representative Todd Stephens presents Chapman Auto Group
with their Clean Water Corporate Partner Certificate

2020 CYCLE - MIRIA CLEAN WATER
CORPORATE PARTNERS
Chapman Auto Group & Affiliates
Tinius Olsen Testing Machine Company
Toll Brothers, Inc. & Affiliates
RMR OPF Horsham Road, LP
NextGen Healthcare, Inc.
Franc Environmental
Horsham Property Associates, LP
Dougherty Landscaping
Ro Mynalo, Inc.
JB Real Estate Group, LLC
Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.
Eastern HighReach Co., Inc.
Mastec, Inc.
Edon Composites, LLC
Horsham Water & Sewer Authority
Tripodi Associates, Inc.
Patriot Sensors & Controls Corporation
Ametek, Inc.
Self Heating & Cooling, Inc.
Commonwealth National Golf Club
Hatboro-Horsham School District
Arris Global Services, Inc.
Evans Homes, Inc.
Lakeside Youth Services
Oxford Land Development, Inc.
14
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Thomas B. Carr Trust
Vincent & Nicola Propato and Propato Brothers, Inc.
Envision Matrix Limekiln, LLC
Nancy T. Messina and Joseph’s Catering, Inc.
Limekiln Golf Club Associates
Primary Eyecare Associates PC
TD Bank, NA
Heffernan & Partners
Benjamin Obdyke, Inc.
Joneric Products, Inc.
PernaFrederick Real Estate
400 Horsham Corporate Center, LLC
Horsham Athletic Club, LLC
Digital Systems Group, Inc.
KDN Associates, Inc.
Pressler, Felt & Warshaw, LLP
Phuc Luong dba We’re on a Roll
Horsham Regional Realty, LLC
Dance to the Music
Excel Physical Therapy
Vamanos Childcare
Lingo Group, Inc.
Keith Valley Properties, LP
Envirogreen, LLC
Keith Valley Associates, LLC

In our previous newsletter, the formation of the Military
Installation Remediation and Infrastructure Authority
(“MIRIA”) was discussed, as to purpose, mission and some
initial execution. As time has rolled-by, a few unknowns
about the program have come to realization. State funding
available to MIRIA is the lesser of 500% of local effort or
the actual amount of taxes collected and reported by
parcel owners and businesses. As most tax information is
confidential in nature, and this was our first year and no
track record existed for compliance reporting or available
taxes, available funding was not a quantifiable number.
Concerns were great that educating our parcel owners and
businesses was going to be a difficult task in our initial year,
and that was only compounded with COVID19 impacts.
Similar programs and zones in their initial years had relatively
low parcel and business reporting, in the 30-40% range,
and the MIRIA Board and staff thought it essential to get a
strong start to our own program. The compliance reporting
window was only 2 months, from July 1st to September 1st.
When reporting was complete, based on our information
and belief, 102 parcel owners and businesses filed the
required reports, for a compliance reporting ratio of 93.6%!
A great starting year thanks to the efforts of our board,
staff and most importantly, Deana Zosky, our Compliance
Consultant.
MIRIA devised a Quick Response Grant program intended
to get surcharge rebates and remedial costs back to our
communities fast and responsibly. In fall of 2020, MIRIA
funded Quick Response Grants of $1.4 million and $500,000
to Horsham Water & Sewer Authority and the Warminster

Municipal Authority to rebate PFC surcharges to their
rate payers.
On December 1st , by statute, the PA Department
of Revenue is required to confirm available funding.
Funds available for clean water initiatives, surcharge
rebates, impacted well connections, and local economic
development and infrastructure projects was confirmed
at $15,473,533.18. Grant applications were approved in
December for the Horsham Water & Sewer Authority,
North Wales Water Authority, Warminster Municipal
Authority and Horsham Township.

To learn more about
the MIRIA and to view
their 2021 meeting
schedule, visit
www.themiria.org
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THE WINTER CHILL
IS YOUR HOME PREPARED?

Do you know where your main water shut off valve is located? Locate and tag this valve so you or someone
else can find it in an emergency situation.
Stop cold air - Protect your water pipes from freezing by insulating windows, walls, crawl spaces, attics and
doors with safe protective materials.
Exposed pipes may need more insulation to protect them from the cold. When necessary wrap pipes with
material, heat tape or standard pipe insulation.
Freezing - Identify areas in your home that might be more susceptible to freezing. For example crawl spaces,
basements, garages or an unheated room.

Main Breaks Happen - and HWSA is Ready!
What causes a main break? Changes in temperature or changes in the ground
Will water service to my home need to be shut off? Yes, shut off is typically required for
residents within the impacted area, in rare cases service is not interrupted
How does a main break impact water quality? Once crews have made all necessary
repairs and water service is restored, customers may experience discolored or cloudy water.
Discolored or cloudy water is not harmful, but can be a nuisance. To alleviate discolored or
cloudy water, allow the cold water to run from the lowest fixture in the home for a few moments.
On a very rare occasion, if there is a potential that water quality has been impacted as a result
of the main break, a boil water advisory may be required. HWSA would take immediate steps
to notify our customers using our emergency call system. Boil water advisories remain in place
until the water quality has been verified via laboratory testing. As soon as all test are confirmed
negative the boil water advisory would be lifted and another emergency notification would be
made to impacted residents.

Sprinkler/Irrigation systems - Ensure that your system has been properly drained for the season and be
sure to turn the system off.

How long does a main break take to repair? This will depend on response time from all
utility services to mark the location through the PA1Call. Once all services have been marked,
crews work to identify the exact location and source of the leak. This can take anywhere from
4 to 12 hours total.

Protection - You can help keep cold away from your pipes by keeping doors open (allowing the heat to
move throughout your home), enclosing pipes in cabinets, walls or other protective casings.

If you suspect a leak or running water to be a water main break, please contact HWSA
immediately: Monday - Friday, 9:00AM - 4:00PM | (215) 672-8011

When you keep water on (even if it is a trickle), this may prevent pipe bursts.

CAN HWSA REACH YOU IN AN EMERGENCY?
Shut off the main water valve immediately

Make sure Horsham Water & Sewer Authority has your most up-to-date contact information
by doing one of the following:

Thaw your pipes instantly by circulating warm air around the
pipe - use a space heater (never leave these unattended) or a
dryer - Never use an open flame on your water pipes

Completing the Contact Information form on their website.
Calling or visiting the Authority office (Monday through Friday 9am to 4pm).
Checking off the change box on your billing invoice stub and submitting it with your payment.

OH NO - MY PIPES FROZE!

Once you are thawed - Slowly restore water service, investigate
all sections of the pipe for any damage that may have occurred
during the freeze


OH NO - MY METER FROZE!

Property owners are responsible for the cost to repair or replace
the water meter. Please be sure that your water meter is
properly protected from the cold

16
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While active customers with current contact information will receive emergency notifications via Notify, non-emergency announcements
and other public interests are provided via email notifications from our website, which operates on a separate platform from the reverse 911
system (Notify). As some customers only wish to be notified for emergencies, you must separately sign up for non-emergency notification
announcements.
HWSA encourages everyone to sign up through their website, as this is a means of receiving both emergency and non-emergency notifications.
To sign up for our website notifications use the orange “Receive Updates” button on the home page of our website and completing all fields
that apply to you.
HWSA encourages the community to check your contact information today,
and don’t forget to sign up for website updates at www.horshamwater-sewer.com
A COMMUNIT Y CONNEC TED |
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Horsham Township Library
The library is constantly reevaluating what is the safest model of service for our staff and patrons. Changes to
our service model will be announced as soon as they occur. Stay tuned to our website at www.horshamlibrary.
org to remain up-to-date. The library is open for curbside pickup only on Monday from 12PM-6PM, Tuesday
through Thursday from 10AM-5PM, and Friday & Saturday from 10AM-4PM.

HORSHAM'S GREATEST HITS

VIRTUAL STORY TIME

Mondays & Fridays @ 10:30AM
on Facebook
Miss Ellyn is bringing Story Time online
on our Facebook! Tune in for some old
classics and future favorites with a quick
song on Monday’s and Friday’s to start
and end your week!

Hosted virtually on Beanstack @
horshamlibrary.beanstack.org

We all read countless books but there are some
that stand out through the years as all-time greats.
Whether you or your family members are lovers of
classic, time-tested titles or you’re always reading
the latest and greatest, we’re sure everyone has a
mental list of the "best of the best".
We've been releasing 4 book suggestions a month on Beanstack for patrons to read and review. For each month that you write a review of
one of the books, you'll earn one ticket toward our 2021 Summer Reading Prizes. If our suggestions are not to your liking any given month,
you'll also have the option to submit your own suggestion with review to earn that ticket.
We will make new suggestions on the first of every month through May. At the end of May, we will compile all the suggestions into a survey
sent to all patrons so we can determine what truly are "Horsham's Greatest Hits".

BOOK CLUB

Last Tuesday of each month @ 7PM
February 23 | March 30 | April 27 | May 25
One of the library’s longest-standing and most popular programs is our Book Club whose
focus is primarily on Fiction. The Club meets monthly to discuss books of any genre on any
topic and discussions are always spirited and lively. February’s title is “Salvage the Bones”
by Jesmyn Ward; future titles will be announced via our website and Facebook.

This program will be available to all-ages with separate programs focused on Picture Books, Easy Readers & Bridge Books, Chapter Books,
Young Adults, and Adults. You can register anytime online at horshamlibrary.beanstack.org.
If you have any questions, contact our Reference & Young Adult Librarian Bryan Sotnyk at bsotnyk@mclinc.org or via extension 208.

HORSHAM FARMERS' MARKET

The Horsham Farmers' Market is scheduled to start on Sunday,
June 6, with a great variety of local vendors & products!

NETFLIX DISCUSSION GROUP
Second Tuesday of each month @ 7PM
February 9 | March 9 | April 13 | May 11

Our Netflix Discussion Group is a great place to discuss the latest and
greatest Netflix has to offer with a group of thoughtful, observant peers.
It’s like a Book Club but for Netflix! The Group watches films, limitedseries, documentaries, and almost anything else Netflix has to offer.
Choices are made each month by voting in our “Connecting with Your
Library Family” Facebook Group with suggestions coming from each
month’s meeting. Links for all discussions can be found on our website.
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If you're a vendor selling a product that is handmade,
homemade, locally grown and or organic, and would like to
join the market, please contact
Kathy Dick at kdick@mclinc.org
(seasonal and daily dates are available).
The Horsham Farmers' Market is looking for volunteers to help
at the 2021 Sunday markets. If you have a love for community,
please contact Kathy Dick at kdick@mclinc.org
Follow the Horsham Farmers Market
on Facebook and Instagram for updates!
A COMMUNIT Y CONNEC TED |
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
VOLUNTEER ON A BOARD!

The Township is always looking for residents to
volunteer for one of our board or commissions. If
you are interested, please send a cover letter stating
the board or commission you are interested in and
a resume to Horsham Township Manager, William
Gildea-Walker at wwalker@horsham.org.

Know Your Government
The members of the Zoning Hearing Board prepare for their evening meeting.
From left to right: Patricia Wade, Gary Adams, and T. Wayne Lankford

Despite its title, the Zoning Hearing Board does not establish the
zoning districts in the township - that is done by Horsham Township
Council.
The Zoning Hearing Board is a quasi-judicial board made up of
three township residents, who are appointed by Council on rotating
3-year terms. The board grants variances, special exceptions, and
interpretations to the zoning code where appropriate. The board
also hear appeals of decisions by the Zoning Officer if a resident is
not satisfied with his rejection of an application.
You may need a variance from the Zoning Hearing Board if you
want to build a large patio in your backyard, put an addition on
your home, or a roof over your deck. If you are a business owner, you
may meet with the board if you want to locate your business in the
township, or if you're looking to replace the sign on your store front.
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The Zoning Hearing Board has a solicitor to advise the members of
the legality of its actions. The board meets at 7:30PM on the second
Tuesday of the month. Additional meetings can be scheduled at the
call of the chair.
Patricia Wade was just reappointed in January by Township Council
to the Zoning Hearing Board. Her term will continue through the
year 2023.

To learn more or view
meeting agendas, visit
www.horsham.org

Park & Recreation Board
Environmental Advisory Board
Historical Advisory Commission
Horsham Land Redevelopment Authority Board
Industrial & Commercial Development Authority
UCC Board of Appeals
Library Board of Directors
Planning Commission
Police Pension Advisory Committee
Water and Sewer Authority
Zoning Hearing Board

There are many other ways to
volunteer! To learn about the
community groups that serve the
residents of Horsham Township, visit
www.horshamconnected.org

On behalf of Horsham Township Council, congratulations
to all Horsham Township Employees celebrating 25 years of
service with the Township in 2020. Many thanks for their 25
years of dedication to our community!
TOP PHOTO: Township Manager, William Gildea-Walker
(far right) congratulates members of our Public Works
Department. Employees from left to right: James A. McCreary,
James W. Wright III, and Alan C. Bahner
BOTTOM PHOTO: Officers from our Police Department
from left to right: Lieutenant Lawrence Bozzomo, Officer
Gregory P. Wittmer, and Officer Andrew S. Nisbet.
Not pictured, but also celebrating 25 years with the Township:
Cynthia Rocco, Joseph P. Hopkins, and Michael J. Fox.
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HLRA UPDATE

SOUTH EAST CLEAR ZONE PARCEL
TRANSFER MOVES FORWARD!
The first transfer of property from the former Naval Air Station – Joint Reserve Base Willow Grove is moving forward!
On September 30, 2020, the Navy assigned an 8.05 acre parcel, known as the SE Clear Zone parcel, to the U.S.
Department of the Interior’s National Park Service. Horsham Township has requested that parcel under the National
Park Service’s Federal Lands to Parks Program. The parcel will be transferred to Horsham Township as a ‘public benefit
conveyance’ for a nominal $1 fee.
The HLRA’s Redevelopment Plan designates this parcel for open space/park and the HLRA wholeheartedly supported
Horsham Township’s request in 2018.

The Navy acquired the SE Clear Zone parcel in 1982
from the Hatboro- Horsham School District as the
parcel was in the Navy’s “Clear Zone”; areas at the
ends of runways which historically have higher rates of
aircraft accidents. The property used to house the old
Horsham Elementary School which had been closed due
to declining enrollment at the time. The Navy had the
old school building demolished and has kept the parcel
as open space ever since. The parcel is on the east side
of Easton Road (State Route 611) between Columbia
and Girard Avenues. The Navy completed a Finding of
Suitability to Transfer (FOST) on the parcel in September
2020 which detailed past uses and compliance with
current environmental laws and regulations.
According to Horsham Township Manager, Bill GildeaWalker, the parcel will be a welcome addition to the
extensive inventory of parks and open space owned by
the Township. The property is expected to transfer to the
township sometime in 2021.

To learn more about
the HLRA and to see
their 2021 meeting
schedule, visit
www.hlra.org

Volunteers needed in
Horsham Township for
PFAS-related health study!

The Horsham Land Redevelopment Authority (HLRA) was created
to make the redevelopment plan vision a reality that will benefit the
community and region for generations!
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Researchers at the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), a part of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), are studying the human health effects in communities exposed to per- and poly
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) through drinking water. The study team is in need of volunteers - 1,000 adults and 300
children - to evaluate their PFAS blood and urine levels, health measures like thyroid hormone levels and liver function,
and medical history. Participants will receive individual test results with their PFAS levels which they can share with their
healthcare providers. In the late summer/fall of 2021, eligible residents will be invited to schedule a clinical visit and
complete the tests for the study. Stay tuned to the health study website, as well as the Township's website, social
media, and TV channels over the next few months as more details are announced: papfas.rti.org
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Economic Development
In spite of COVID-19, commercial development in Horsham Township remains in the woods,
underway, and in some cases - now delivered.

Myonex, formerly Myoderm, is moving to Horsham! Their new
global headquarters is under construction in the Horsham
Business Center, next to the former post office property.
Myonex is a leading clinical trial supply company who is
constructing a new 69,000 square foot office & warehouse
building, expandable to 140,000 square feet. We will be
pleased to welcome the company and their employees, and
appreciate their investment and the economic activity that
they bring to Horsham Township.

Yes, Select Soccer Center has completed their beautifully new, indoor soccer training facility, located at 233 Keith
Valley Road. The facility has an approximate 28,000 square foot, main turf field, that can be divided into 2, 4
or 6 smaller field zones. The facility also has an approximate 9,500 square foot turf field 2, that also may be
divided into 4 smaller training areas. What a great facility and new asset to the Horsham Township sports world!

Toll Brothers recently broke ground on the long- awaited active
adult development that will be situated on the former Limekiln
Golf Club property. The development when completed,
will entail about 500 active adult units. The development
is expected to occur over several years, with the first units
expected to be delivered in mid-2022.

Upscale and luxurious! BET Investments
is open for leasing at their new 256-unit,
high-end apartment property in the heart of
the Pennsylvania Business Campus. Units
surround a central courtyard with a number
of great amenities, including a full-sized
swimming pool. The property also warmly
accepts pet owners and lovers.
24
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Warm welcome to the Jefferson College of Nursing
to Horsham Township! In the later half of 2020,
work was completed and the Thomas Jefferson
University College of Nursing’s Abington-Dixon
Campus officially opened its doors at 300 Lakeside
Drive in Horsham Township. The new campus is
aligned with best practices in nursing educational
facilities for students in the region. The facility is
42,000 square feet with nearly one third of the
space dedicated to a state-of-the-art simulation
center, where students will engage in complex
clinical scenarios and training. The new campus
also includes a 200-person tiered lecture hall and
three 80-seat classrooms.
A COMMUNIT Y CONNEC TED |
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2020: THE YEAR OF GIVING
The COVID-19 pandemic is proving that Horsham Township is a community
of givers. Listed below are only a handful of the many amazing things our
community members did during a year that seemed especially difficult.
Horsham Township Council
Members packed a vehicle with
donations from our Municipal
Building - which were provided
by community members - and
delivered them to the St. Vincent
De Paul Society & H.A.T. Packs.

Horsham Soccer's Play it
Forward equipment donation
initiative collected over 500
pieces of soccer gear to
distribute to local youth soccer
players in need of gear.

Horsham ChATs & the
Horsham Police Department
filled 21 patrol cars at their
Pack the Patrol Car Food Drive
benefiting the St. Vincent De
Paul Food Bank. This donation
helped to feed over 200 local
families this holiday season.

Bikes Built Better teamed
up with the Horsham Police
Department for their 4th
Annual Toys for Tots Run.
Almost $1000 was raised by
attendees who participated in a
35-mile motorcycle ride through
Bucks County.

Politics don't divide us in
Horsham! On Election Day, the
Horsham Republican Party
and the Horsham Democratic
Party worked together to host a
food drive at the polls to benefit
the St. Vincent De Paul Food
Pantry.

St. Matthew's Episcopal
Church collected 575 teddy
bears for Operation Bear Hug,
and delivered them to local
residents at senior living homes
for the holiday season.

The Horsham Interfaith
Coalition & Riverside
Pastor Ezra Strickhouser
distributed over 100 free
adult & children’s winter
ski coats to those in need
through the Community
Clothes Bank.

In July, Horsham Rotary Club
donated $1000 in chocolate
milk to H.A.T. Packs, which
serves Hatboro-Horsham
School District children who
face food insecurity.

Charles River Laboriatives &
Kiki Vodka teamed up in April
to manufacture hand sanitizer,
which they generously donated
to Horsham Township first
responders.

Joseph's Catering owners
cooked and delivered hot meals
for the health care workers
and National Guard personnel
stationed at the MontCo drivethru testing site throughout the
first phase of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Nick Pompei, Technology
Education teacher at
Hatboro-Horsham High
School, 3D-printed 'earsavers' and donated them
to our Police Dept, Public
Works Dept, Fire Company, &
Township Building Staff.

Pennypack Farm &
Education Center gave a
whopping 19,770 pounds of
fresh, healthy produce to local
hunger relief organizations
in 2020 – this was a 34%
increase in giving from the
previous year.

PFAS Surcharge
Reimbursement Checks!
Checks started to make their way to mailboxes in mid-October
Back in May of 2016, Horsham Township Council adopted a four-prong course of action to deal with
the perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) issue in our water supply: Communication,
Education, Remediation, and Compensation. That same year, Horsham Water and Sewer Authority
(HWSA) instituted a surcharge to remove this contamination caused by the U.S. Department of
Defense at the former Naval Air Station in Willow Grove.

Thank You, Businesses!
Horsham Township would like to
thank the businseses that appear
in this newsletter, and to recognize
them each as supporters and
cornerstones of our community!

We finally hit the fourth stage, Compensation, when Act 101 of 2019 was introduced by Representative
Todd Stephens, and signed into law by Governor Wolf on November 27, 2019. Through a tremendous
collaborative effort between the Commonwealth, the Military Installation Remediation and
Infrastructure Authority (MIRIA), the HWSA, and Horsham Township Council, reimbursement checks began to make their way to
residents’ mailboxes this past October. Our little community has accomplished what many thought was impossible in just five years.
Through our remediation plans we now have the safest drinking water in the country, and now our residents have been reimbursed for
contamination they did not cause. #HorshamStrong #HorshamProud #InThisTogether
If you have a specific question regarding your check, HWSA encourages you to call their office at (215)-672-8011 to ensure you receive
accurate information. You can also check out their website for their Surcharge Reimbursement FAQ listed under “News & Announcements”

SPECIAL THANKS
Special thanks to the many people and organizations who supported
Horsham Township throughout the COVID-19 pandemic:
Tom Friedman of Horsham Square Pharamacy • John Pileggi - 1116 Horsham Road Shopping Center • Bioquell,
Matrix Properties • A.W.E. Tuning • Turn 14 Distribution • Commonwealth National Golf Club • Charles River
Laboratories • Kiki Vodka • Nick Pompei - Hatboro-Horsham High School • Dr. Brian Wilk of Highpoint Dental
Medicine • and the residents of Horsham Township who donated non-perishable food items, PPE equipment, and
monetary contributions to benefit local families in need.
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Over fifty years of quality

&

service!

SamsItalianMarket.net

Homemade Sauces, Pastas, & Entrees (215) 657 - 3666
Handcrafted bread, Rolls, Cakes & Pastries Baked Daily
Fresh Cut Meats, Artisan Cheeses & Deli Meats

HOME
SWEET LOAN
Make your move
with the friendly,
fast and very sweet
mortgage experts
at Hatboro Federal.

Great Rates.
Great Service.
LENDING :: 215.675.4424
HATBORO :: 215.675.4000
JAMISON :: 215.918.2722
WARMINSTER :: 215.672.1010
WARRINGTON :: 215.343.0344
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Horsham Township
1025 Horsham Road
Horsham, PA 19044

Want to Advertise in Our Newsletter?
To place an advertisement in our next edition, contact
Public Relations Clerk, Mary Marass at mmarass@horsham.org

TOGETHER, WE

make a difference
With you we can accomplish even more.
Join Rotary Today!

Horsham
Rotary
horshamrotary.org

facebook.com/horshamparotary

